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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

A summer resident. Breeds locally and uncommonly in foothills bordering Central Valley,
and commonly on arid mountain slopes of southern California. Occurs mostly on sloping
ground in mixed chaparral, chamise-redshank chaparral, sagebrush, and similar brushy
habitats, including those in understory of sparse pinyon-juniper, juniper, and other conifer
habitats. Frequents shrub stands of mixed species. May favor moderately dense chaparral
(Grinnell and Miller 1944, Bent 1968), or open chaparral (Garrett and Dunn 1981) in southern
California. Breeds regularly north to Mariposa and Lake cos., and irregularly north to Shasta
and Trinity cos. In southern California, breeds on desert ranges north to White Mts., Inyo Co.,
on arid slopes west of deserts, but only very locally near coast (Grinnell and Miller 1944,
McCaskie et al. 1979, Garrett and Dunn 1981).

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Apparently feeds on seeds, insects, and fruits associated with shrubs. Gleans
on ground beneath shrubs and in shrubs (Bent 1968).

Cover: Tall sagebrush, chaparral, or other shrubs of similar structure provide cover in
breeding season and in migration. Usually frequents a variety of shrub species.

Reproduction: Nest is a loosely constructed cup of dry grass and forb stems, lined with
finer grasses, plant fibers, hairs, feathers (Harrison 1978). Nest usually concealed in dense
foliage of a shrub, 0.3 to 0.9 m (1-3 ft) above ground.

Water: Has been observed drinking water in late summer (Hardy 1949).

Pattern: Breeds and forages in open to moderately dense chaparral and similar brushy
habitats; often on arid, south-facing slopes with ceanothus, manzanita, sagebrush, chamise.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns: Yearlong, diurnal activity.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Usually arrives in California in April and departs in
August or September.

Home Range: No data found.

Territory: No data found.

Reproduction: Breeding season April into early August, with a peak in May and June.



Reported to breed in loose colonies (Terres 1980). Clutch usually 3 or 4 eggs, range 2-5.
Incubation perhaps 12-13 days. Altricial young tended by both parents (Harrison 1978,
Ehrlich et al. 1988).

Niche: Apparently an uncommon cowbird host (Ehrlich et al. 1988). Little life history
information available.

REFERENCES

Bent, A. C. (O. L. Austin, Jr., ed.). 1968. Life histories of North American cardinals,
grosbeaks, buntings, towhees, finches, sparrows, and allies. 3 Parts. U.S. Natl. Mus.
Bull. 237. 1889pp.

Ehrlich, P. R., D. S. Dobkin, and D. Wheye. 1988. The birder's handbook. Simon and
Schuster, New York. 785pp.

Garrett, K., and J. Dunn. 1981. Birds of southern California. Los Angeles Audubon Soc.
408pp.

Grinnell, J., and A. H. Miller. 1944. The distribution of the birds of California. Pac. Coast
Avifauna No. 27. 608pp.

Hardy, R. 1949. Ground dove and black-chinned sparrow in southern Nevada. Condor
51:272-273.

Harrison, C. 1978. A field guide to the nests, eggs and nestlings of North American birds.
W. Collins Sons and Co., Cleveland, OH. 416pp.

McCaskie, G., P. De Benedictis, R. Erickson, and J. Morlan. 1979. Birds of northern
California, an annotated field list. 2nd ed. Golden Gate Audubon Soc., Berkeley. 84pp.

Terres, J. K. 1980. The Audubon Society encyclopedia of North American birds. A. Knopf,
New York. 1100pp.

Species notes are designed to support the species-habitat relationships database models in the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships (CWHR) System 
and are also published within the current version of the CWHR software.  Please cite as:  California Department of Fish and Game.  California Interagency 
Wildlife Task Group.  2005.  California Wildlife Habitat Relationships version 8.1 personal computer program.  Sacramento, California.




